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spite of his brave words, realised that Madame "anska no longer cared for him. When he wrote lat he was sure that none of these deferments :oceeded from want of love, did he pen these ords with a wistful attempt to prove to himself iat the fact was as he stated ? After eighteen onths in the same house with Madame Hanska, >uld he really believe that only material difficul-2S kept her apart from him ? Or did he at last iderstand: and though stricken to death, cling ill, for the sake of his pride and his lost illusions, • what had been for so long his one object in ?e? We do not know. The only thing of which we are certain is, that
the fact of Madame Hanska's indifference had owly and painfully dawned upon Balzac, he would 2ver have told, and would have used words to de his knowledge.
On the other hand, there is sometimes a ring of uth about his words, which seems to prove that B had not yet tasted the full bitterness of the •agedy of his life. On November 29th, 1849, he rote to Madame Surville* : "It is the recompense P your life to possess two such children; you must 3t be unjust to fate ; you ought to be willing to icept many misfortunes. The case is the same ith me and Madame Hanska. The gift of her Section accounts to me for all my troubles, my 'orries, and my terrible labours. I have been aying in advance the price of this treasure : as
* '(Correspondaiice/' vol. ii. p. 426.tangled growths which surrounded it.
